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Curriculum Vitae 

 

August 2019 

NAME: 
KuoJen Tsao, M.D. 

 

PRESENT TITLE:   
Professor of Pediatric Surgery 

Chief, Division of General and Thoracic Pediatric Surgery 

The Children’s Fund Distinguished Professor in Pediatric Surgery 

McGovern Medical School at the University of Texas Health Science Center 
 

BUSINESS ADDRESS: 
Department of Pediatric Surgery 

McGovern Medical School at the University of Texas Health Science Center 
6431 Fannin Street, Suite 5.256 

Houston, Texas 77030 

713-500-7300 (office) 

713-500-7296 (fax) 

KuoJen.Tsao@uth.tmc.edu 

Twitter: @kuojentsao 

 

UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION: 
1990-1994    University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas.   

Bachelor of Arts, Biochemistry. 

 

GRADUATE EDUCATION: 
1994-1998 University of Kansas Medical School, Kansas City, Kansas.  

Doctorate of Medicine. 
2007-present University of Texas Medical School at Houston, Houston, Texas 
  Master’s Science in Clinical Research 
 

POSTGRADUATE TRAINING: 
1998-2005 University of Cincinnati College of Medicine, Cincinnati, Ohio.   

mailto:KuoJen.Tsao@uth.tmc.edu
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Residency in General Surgery. 
2000-2002   University of California, San Francisco Medical School, San Francisco, 

California.   

 Fellowship in Fetal Medicine and Therapy. 
2005-2007 Children’s Mercy Hospital of Kansas City, Kansas City, Missouri. 

Fellowship in Pediatric Surgery. 

2011-2013 University of Texas Health Sciences Center at Houston, Houston, Texas 

  Clinical Safety and Effectiveness Program 
2013-2014 University of Texas School of Public Health, Houston, Texas 

  Academic Medical Department Leadership Program 
2015  Institute of Healthcare Improvement, Boston, Massachusetts 

  Patient Safety Executive Development Program 
 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS: 
2007-2012 Assistant Professor, Departments of Surgery and Pediatric Surgery, The 

University of Texas Medical School at Houston 

2007-2012 Assistant Professor, Department of Surgical Oncology, The University of Texas 

M.D. Anderson Cancer Center  

2011-present Associate Member of the Graduate Faculty, Graduate School of Biomedical 

Sciences, The University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston 

2012-2015 Associate Professor, Departments of Surgeryand Pediatric Surgery, The 

University of Texas Medical School at Houston 

2012-2015 Associate Professor, Department of Surgical Oncology, The University of 

Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center 

2015-2017 Associate Professor with Tenure, Department of Surgery, The University of 

Texas McGovern Medical School at Houston 

2016-2017 Associate Professor, Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive 

Sciences, The University of Texas McGovern Medical School at Houston 

2017-present Professor with Tenure, Departments of Surgery and Pediatric Surgery, The 

University of Texas McGovern Medical School at Houston 

2017-present Professor, Department of Surgical Oncology, The University of Texas M.D. 

Anderson Cancer Center 

2017-present Professor, Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive Sciences, 

The University of Texas McGovern Medical School at Houston 
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HOSPITAL APPOINTMENTS: 
2007-present Memorial Hermann – Texas Medical Center 

2007-present Memorial Hermann – Children’s Memorial Hermann Hospital 

2007-present MD Anderson Cancer Center 

2007-present Lyndon B. Johnson General Hospital, Harris County Hospital District 

2010-present The Woman’s Hospital of Texas 

2010-present Memorial Hermann Southwest Hospital 

2016-present Memorial Hermann, The Woodlands  

2017-present Memorial Hermann Sugar Land Hospital 

2017-present Memorial Hermann Memorial City Medical Center 

2017-present Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE APPOINTMENTS: 
2007-present Co-Director, The Fetal Center at Children’s Memorial Hermann Hospital and 

The University of Texas Medical School at Houston 

2010-present Fellowship Director, Center for Surgical Trials and Evidence-based Practice (C-

STEP), The University of Texas Medical School at Houston 

2011-2015 Associate Program Director, Pediatric Surgery Fellowship, Department of 

Pediatric Surgery, The University of Texas Medical School at Houston 

2011-present Vice-Chair for Quality of Care, Department of Pediatric Surgery, The University 

of Texas Medical School at Houston 

2011-present Chair, Pediatric Peri-operative Safety Council, Children’s Memorial Hermann 

Hospital, Houston, Texas 

2012-present Chair, The Fetal Center Executive Council, Children’s Memorial Hermann 

Hospital, Houston, Texas 

2014-2018 Surgeon Champion, National Surgical Quality Improvement Program – 

Pediatric, Children’s Memorial Hermann Hospital, Houston, Texas 

2014-present Co-chair, Children’s Hospital Safety Council, Children’s Memorial Hermann 

Hospital, Houston, Texas 

2015-present Program Director, Pediatric Surgery Fellowship, Department of Pediatric 

Surgery, The University of Texas Medical School at Houston 

2018-present Medical Director Children’s Service, Children’s Memorial Hermann Hospital, 

Houston, Texas 
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LICENSURE: 
Texas  

 

CERTIFICATIONS: 
American Board of Surgery – General Surgery 

American Board of Surgery – Pediatric Surgery 

 

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS: 
International: 
2004 International Pediatric Endosurgery Group 

2011  International Fetal Medicine and Surgery Society 

2012 Pacific Association of Pediatric Surgeons 

National: 
1994   American Medical Association   

1994   Kansas Medical Society   

1994   University of Kansas Alumni Association 

1998  University of Kansas Medical School Alumni Association 

1998  American College of Surgeons, Ohio Chapter 

1998  American College of Surgeons, Fellow 

2004  Society of American Gastrointestinal Endoscopic Surgeons 

2006  American Academy of Pediatrics, Surgery Section 

2006  American Pediatric Surgical Association 

2007  Association of Academic Surgeons 

2010  American Academy of Pediatrics, Fellow 

2010  Surgical Outcomes Club 

2011  Society of University Surgeons 

2011  Society of Asian Academic Surgeons 

2017  Lilliputian Surgical Society 

2019  American Surgical Association 

Local: 
2018  Houston Pediatric Society 
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SERVICE TO STATE ORGANIZATIONS: 
2016-2017 Member, Centers of Excellence for Fetal Diagnosis and Therapy Subcommittee, 

Perinatal Advisory Council, Texas Department of State Health Services 

 

SERVICE TO NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS: 
2008-2011 Fetal Diagnosis and Treatment Committee, American Pediatric Surgical 

Association 

2010-2016 Institutional Representative, Association of Academic Surgeons 

2012-2014 Publications Committee, Association of Academic Surgeons 

2012-2014 Surgical Quality and Safety Committee, American Pediatric Surgical Association 

2012-2017 Steering Committee Representative, North American Fetal Therapy Network 

2013-2014 Education Committee, American Pediatric Surgical Association 

2013-2014 Continuing Medical Education Subcommittee, American Pediatric Surgical 

Association 

2013-2016 Committee on Quality Improvement and Patient Safety, American Academy of 

Pediatrics 

2014-2016 Education Committee, Association for Academic Surgery 

2014-2016 Vice-chair, Surgical Quality and Safety Committee, American Pediatric Surgical 

Association 

2014-present Board member, North American Fetal Treatment Network 

2015  Moderator, South Texas – American College of Surgeons 

2016 Nominating Committee, American Pediatric Surgical Association 

2016-2018 Scientific Committee, American Academy of Pediatrics, Section on Surgery 

2016-2018 Chair, Surgical Quality and Safety Committee, American Pediatric Surgical 

Association 

2015-2019 Secretary/Treasurer, North American Fetal Treatment Network 

2017  Moderator, American Academy of Pediatrics, Surgical Section 

2018  Moderator, American Academy of Pediatrics, Surgical Section 

2018  Moderator, American College of Surgeons Quality and Safety Conference  

2018  Program Committee, American Academy of Pediatrics, Section on Surgery 

2018  Program Committee, American Pediatric Surgical Association 

2019  Moderator, American College of Surgeons Quality and Safety Conference 
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SERVICE TO INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS: 
2012-2013 Program Committee, Pacific Association of Pediatric Surgeons 

2013-present Publications Committee, Pacific Association of Pediatric Surgeons 

2017-present Board member, Pacific Association of Pediatric Surgeons 

2019-present Secretary, Pacific Association of Pediatric Surgeons 
 

HONORS AND AWARDS: 
1990-1994 Howard Hughes Scholar, University of Kansas 

1990-1994   Merit Scholar, University of Kansas 

1990-1994 University Honors Program, University of Kansas 

2004 Alpha Omega Alpha, University of Cincinnati Medical School 

2005 Arnold P. Gold Foundation Award for Humanism and Excellence in Teaching 

University of Cincinnati, Medical School, 2005 

2008-2014 Dean’s Teaching Excellence Award, University of Texas Medical School at 

Houston 

2016  Physician of the Year, Children’s Memorial Hermann Hospital 

2016  Fellow, Clinical Safety and Effectiveness for the University of Texas System 

2017  Dodge City High School Alumni Ring of Honor 

 

EDITORIAL POSITIONS: 
Reviewer: 
African Journal of Pediatric Surgery 

American Journal of Perinatology 

Archives of Diseases in Childhood 

British Medical Journal 

Critical Care Nursing 

Fetal Diagnosis and Therapy 

Journal of Clinical Neonatology 

Journal of Laparoendoscopic & Advanced Surgical Techniques 

Journal of Pediatric Surgery 

Journal of Perinatology 

Journal of Surgical Research 

Journal of the American College of Surgeons 

Pediatrics 
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Scandinavian Journal of Surgery 

Surgery 

 

SERVICE ON THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS MEDICAL SCHOOL AT HOUSTON 
COMMITTEES: 
2007-present Education Advisory Committee, Department of Surgery 

2007-present Clinical Compliance Committee, Department of Pediatric Surgery 

2009-2011 Faculty Senate Representative 

2013-present Clinical Competency Committee, Department of Surgery 

 

SERVICE ON THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS MEDICAL SCHOOL AT HOUSTON AFFILIATED 
HOSPITAL COMMITTEES: 
2007-present OR Subcommittee, Children’s Memorial Hermann Hospital 

2007-present Pediatric Trauma Committee, Children’s Memorial Hermann Hospital 

2009-present Pediatric OR Safety Council, Children’s Memorial Hermann Hospital 

2011-present Collaborative Quality and Safety Committee, Children’s Memorial Hermann 

Hospital 

2012-present Pediatric Quality and Safety Action Council, Children’s Memorial Hermann 

Hospital 

2013-present Surgical Quality Advisory Council, Memorial Hermann Hospital – Texas Medical 

Center 

2018-present Performance Improvement and Patient Safety Committee, Children’s Memorial 

Hermann Hospital 

2018-present Neonatal Quality Assurance and Performance Improvement Committee, Lyndon 

B. Johnson Hospital, Harris Health System 

2019-present Chair, Children’s Services Performance Improvement Program, Children’s 

Memorial Hermann Hospital 

2019-present Pediatric Medical Staff Quality Review committee, Children’s Memorial Hermann 

Hospital 

 

SPONSORSHIP OF UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS: 
2011  Kaitlin A. Doody, Summer Research Program, Rice University, Houston, Texas 

2012  Madiha Sajid, Summer Research Program, Trinity College, San Antonio, Texas 

2012 Ajaypal Singh, Summer Research Program, Texas A&M University, College 
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Station, Texas 

2013  Madiha Sajid, Summer Research Program, Trinity College, San Antonio, Texas 

2013-2014 Caroline Kellagher, University of Texas at Austin, Austin, Texas 

2015  Madeline Folkerts, University of Texas at Austin, Austin, Texas 

2015  Justin Chang, University of Texas at Austin, Austin, Texas 

2018  Neha Gupta, University of Texas at Austin, Austin, Texas 

2019  Rachel Amara Mbeike, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut 

 

SPONSORSHIP OF MEDICAL STUDENTS: 
2008 Andrew Jackson, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical 

School at Houston – Internal Medicine, University of Texas Medical School at 

Houston, Houston, TX 

2009 Ricardo Jacquez, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical 

School at Houston – Surgery-Preliminary, NY-Presbyterian Queens, Flushing, 

NY 

2009 Clinton Fuller, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical School 

at Houston – Anesthesiology, Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, TX 

2010 Samuel Carson, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical 

School at Houston – General Surgery, University of Louisville School of 

Medicine, Louisville, KY 

2011 Russell B. Hawkins, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical 

School at Houston – General Surgery, University of Florida College of 

Medicine/Shands Hospital, Gainesville, FL 

2011 Casey E. Senter, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical 

School at Houston – Obstetrics‐Gynecology, University of Texas Southwestern 

Medical School, Dallas, TX 

2011 Hannah S. Smith, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical 

School at Houston – General Surgery, University of Texas Medical School at 

Houston, Houston, TX 

2011 Jane Y. Zhao, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical School 

at Houston – General Surgery, University of Buffalo School of Medicine, Buffalo, 

NY 

2012 Jasson Abraham, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical 

School at Houston – Texas A&M Health Science Center College of Medicine – 
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Scott & White, Temple, TX 

2012 Gillian Goddard, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical 

School at Houston – General Surgery, University of Cincinnati Medical Center, 

Cincinnati, OH 

2012 Stephanie Logterman, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical 

School at Houston – Orthopaedic Surgery, University of Colorado School of 

Medicine, Denver, CO 

2013 Nathan Rogers, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical School 

at Houston – Orthopaedic Surgery, McGovern Medical School at UTHealth, 

Houston, TX 

2013 Danielle Duibisson, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical 

School at Houston – Anesthesiology, Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, TX 

2013 Hanna S. Smith, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical 

School at Houston 

2014 Courtney M. Chang, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical 

School at Houston – Surgery-Preliminary Urology, McGovern Medical School at 

UTHealth, Houston, TX  

2014 Shruti Sakhuja, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical School 

at Houston – Pediatrics, Washington University School of Medicine/St. Louis 

Children's Hospital, St. Louis, MO 

2014 Jason M. Podolnick, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical 

School at Houston – Surgery-Preliminary, Tulane University School of Medicine, 

New Orleans, LA 

2014 Hong Thai, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical School at 

Houston – Internal Medicine, HCA Gulf Coast Education Consortium, Houston, 

TX 

2015 Sarah Covey, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical School 

at Houston – MD/MPH Student, University of Kentucky College of 

Medicine/College of Public Health, Lexington, KY 

2015 Michael Diffley, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical School 

at Houston, Webber Award Winner – Surgery-Preliminary/Radiology-Diagnostic, 

Saint Louis University School of Medicine, St. Louis, MO 

2015 Kelly Caldwell, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical School 

at Houston – Surgery-Preliminary/Urology, University of Texas Southwestern 
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Medical School, Dallas, TX  

2015 Aubrey Hildebrandt, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical 

School at Houston – Pediatrics, University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences 

College of Medicine, Little Rock, AR 

2015 Andrew Minzenmayer, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical 

School at Houston – Medicine-Preliminary/Dermatology, Baylor-Scott & White, 

Temple, TX 

2016 Jocelyn Abraham, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical 

School at Houston – Internal Medicine, Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, TX 

2016 Jiansen Wang, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical School 

at Houston – Medicine-Preliminary, McGovern Medical School at UTHealth, 

Houston, TX 

2016 Kendall Masada, Summer Research Program, University of Texas Medical 

School at Houston, Webber Award Winner – Orthopaedic Surgery/Research-6 

year, Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania-Penn Medicine, Philadelphia, PA 

2017 Dylan N. Supak, Summer Research Program, McGovern Medical School at the 

University of Texas Health Science Center 

2017 Robert Martin, Summer Research Program, McGovern Medical School at the 

University of Texas Health Science Center 

2017 Stephanie N. Wythe, Summer Research Program, McGovern Medical School at 

the University of Texas Health Science Center 

2017 Rigo Gutierrez, Summer Research Program, McGovern Medical School at the 

University of Texas Health Science Center 

2017 Grant M. Garwood, Summer Research Program, McGovern Medical School at 

the University of Texas Health Science Center 

2018 Maile Curbo, Summer Research Program, McGovern Medical School at the 

University of Texas Health Science Center 

2018  Alexandria Childs, Summer Research Program, McGovern Medical School at the 

University of Texas Health Science Center 

2018  Tayler Parker, Summer Research Program, McGovern Medical School at the 

University of Texas Health Science Center 

2018 John-Paul Bach, Summer Research Program, McGovern Medical School at the 

University of Texas Health Science Center 

2019 Santiago Ceron, Summer Research Program, McGovern Medical School at the 
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University of Texas Health Science Center 

2019 Ali Abrahim Noorbaksh, Summer Research Program, McGovern Medical School 

at the University of Texas Health Science Center 

2019 Jeffrey Vehawn, Summer Research Program, McGovern Medical School at the 

University of Texas Health Science Center 

 

SPONSORSHIP OF SURGICAL RESIDENTS: 
2008 Shanil Shah MD, Department of Surgery, University of Texas Medical School at 

Houston 

2008 Nathan D. Allison MD, Department of Surgery, University of Texas Medical 

School at Houston 

2009 John Horton MD, Department of Surgery, William Beaumont Army Medical 

Center, El Paso, TX 

2010 Phillip Letourneau, Department of Surgery, University of Texas Medical School at 

Houston 

2013 Laura Hollinger, Department of Surgery, Houston Methodist Hospital 

2013 Naruhiko Ikoma MD, Department of Surgery, University of Texas Medical School 

at Houston 

 

SPONSORSHIP OF GRADUATE STUDENTS: 
2011-12 Roya Mostavi, Genetic Counseling program, University of Texas Graduate 

School of Biomedical Sciences at Houston  

 

SPONSORSHIP OF POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWS: 
2011-2013 Shauna M. Levy, MD, MS, Department of Surgery, University of Texas Medical 

School at Houston 

2011-2013 Uma R. Phatak, MS, MD, Department of Surgery, University of Texas Medical 

School at Houston 

2011-2013 Sara Fallon, MD, MS, Department of Surgery, Baylor College of Medicine 

2012-2014 Matthew Pommerening, Department of Surgery, University of Texas Medical 

School at Houston 

2013-2016 Luke R. Putnam, Department of Surgery, University of Texas Medical School at 

San Antonio 

2013-2015 Zeinab M. Alawadi, Department of Surgery, University of Texas Medical School 
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at Houston 

2014-2016 Julie L. Holihan, Department of Surgery, University of Texas Medical School at 

Houston  

2015-2017 Emma Hamilton, Department of Surgery, Baylor University School of Medicine – 

Dallas 

2015-2017 Krislynn M. Mueck, Department of Surgery, McGovern Medical School at the 

University of Texas Health Science Center 

2017-2018 Georg Keng, Department of Surgery, University of Texas School of Medicine at 

San Antonio 

2015-2018 Kathryn T. Anderson, Department of Surgery, University of Arizona School of 

Medicine 

2016-2018 Marisa Bartz-Kurycki, Department of Surgery, University of Arizona School of 

Medicine 

2017-present Dalya M. Ferguson, Department of Surgery, McGovern Medical School at the 

University of Texas Health Science Center 

2018-2019 Jonathan K. Chica, Department of Surgery, St. Louis University School of 

Medicine 

2019-present Seyed Arshia Arshad, Department of Surgery, University of New Mexico School 

of Medicine 

 

CURRENT TEACHING RESPONSIBILITIES: 
2007-present Lecturer – Genetic Counseling, The University of Texas Graduate School of 

Biomedical Sciences, once per year 

2007-present Lecturer – Developmental Anatomy, The University of Texas Medical School at 

Houston, once per year 

2007-present Lecturer – Pediatric Surgery, The University of Texas Medical School at Houston, 

bimonthly 

2007-present  Lecturer – Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive Sciences, The University of 

Texas Medical School at Houston, once per year 

 

CURRENT GRANT SUPPORT: 
2017-present Gordon & Betty Moore Foundation/March of Dimes, Center on Perinatal Safety. 

(SPAR # 48039). (PI); $2,000,000 

2016-present National Institutes Health R01 NICHD. Do Cesarean Deliveries Reduce Mortality 
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in Infants with Birth Defects. (Co-PI: Tsao); $191,730  

 

PREVIOUS GRANT SUPPORT: 
2000-2002 National Institutes of Health T32 GI Training Grant in Gastrointestinal Research. 

(DK07573), Fellow 

2008-2011 National Institutes Health K12 Mentored Clinical Scientist Development Program 

Award. (5 KL2 RR 024149); $360,000; Principal investigator; 50% Neonatal 

gastroesophageal reflux disease and anti-reflux surgery, $120,000/year, thru 

June 2011 

2009-2010 University of Texas Academy of Health Science Education Small Grants. 

Utilization of Wiki for evidence-based education. $5000; Co-Investigator 

2011-2104 Bentsen Foundation:  $486,684 - Amniotic fluid derived MSCs for neurological 

injury. Co-investigator. 

2012-2014 Cardinal Health E3 Patient Safety Grant. Assessment of the Implementation of a 

Pediatric Surgical Preoperative Checklist. (PI: Tsao); $29,750 

2012-2014 American Pediatric Surgical Association Foundation. Errors and adverse events 

in the setting of neonatal surgery performed in the neonatal intensive care unit 

(PI: Tsao, co-Is: Kao and Lally); $25,000 

2013-2015 University of Texas-Memorial Hermann Center for Healthcare Quality and Safety. 

How should residents be taught about patient safety in the OR: a pilot 

randomized trial. (PI: Tsao); $35,000 

2012-2016 National Institutes Health R21 NICHD. Errors and adverse events in the setting 

of neonatal surgery performed in the neonatal intensive care unit. (PI: Tsao, co-

Is: Kao and Lally); $418,000. 

2015-2016 March of Dimes Center on Perinatal Safety: Phase 1. (PI: Tsao); $100,000 

 

PREVIOUS SPONSORED GRANT SUPPORT: 
2011 National Institutes of Health NIDDK Medical Student Summer Research 

Program. Intraoperative staging of pediatric appendicitis. $4000, Russell B. 

Hawkins, MS-1. 

2012 National Institutes of Health NIDDK Medical Student Summer Research 

Program. SCIP compliance for pediatric appendicitis. $4000, Jasson Abraham, 

MS-1. 
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2013 National Institutes of Health NIDDK Medical Student Summer Research 

Program. Improving prophylactic antibiotic compliance with integration into 

surgical safety checklist. $2000, Nathan Rogers, MS-1. 

2013 National Institutes of Health NIDDK Medical Student Summer Research 

Program. Improving the Safety Culture of the OR with Improved Checklist 

Adherence. $1000, Danielle Dubuisson, MS-1. 

2015 University of Texas Medical School at Houston Summer Research Program. 

Variance in antibiotic therapy for pediatric appendicitis. $1000, Kelly Caldwell, 

MS-1 

2015 University of Texas Medical School at Houston Summer Research Program. 

Variation in prehospital imaging for pediatric abdominal pain. $1000, Michael 

Diffley, MS-1 

2015 University of Texas Medical School at Houston Summer Undergraduate 

Research Program. Long-term follow-up after fetal repair of spina bifida. $1000, 

Madeline Folkerts 

2016 McGovern Medical School at the University of Texas Health Science Center 

Summer Research Program. Variation in prehospital imaging for pediatric 

abdominal pain. Jiansen Wang, $2500 

2016 McGovern Medical School at the University of Texas Health Science Center 

Summer Research Program. Variation in prehospital imaging for pediatric 

abdominal pain. Kendall Masada, $2500, Webber Award Winner 

2017 McGovern Medical School at the University of Texas Health Science Center 

Summer Undergraduate Research Program. Dylan N. Supak, $1000 

2017 McGovern Medical School at the University of Texas Health Science Center 

Summer Undergraduate Research Program. Robert Martin, $1000 

2017 McGovern Medical School at the University of Texas Health Science Center 

Summer Undergraduate Research Program. Stephanie N. Wythe, $1000 

2017 McGovern Medical School at the University of Texas Health Science Center 

Summer Undergraduate Research Program. Rigo Gutierrez, $3000 

2017 McGovern Medical School at the University of Texas Health Science Center 

Summer Undergraduate Research Program. Grant M. Garwood, $1000 

2018 McGovern Medical School at the University of Texas Health Science Center 

Summer Undergraduate Research Program. John-Paul Bach, $1000 

2018 McGovern Medical School at the University of Texas Health Science Center 



15 

Summer Undergraduate Research Program. Alexandria Childs, $1000 

 

PREVIOUS FUNDED CLINICAL RESEARCH: 
2011 Bristol-Myers Squibb Research and Development. Pilot Study for Standardization 

of Diagnostic Techniques for Central Venous Catheters-Venous 

Thromboembolism Study. Co-Investigator. 

2011 Bayer. A randomized, double-blind, multicenter trial to evaluate the safety and 

efficacy of sequential intravenous, oral moxifloxacin versus comparator in 

pediatric subjects with complicated intra-abdominal infection. Principal 

Investigator. 

 

PUBLICATIONS: 
Abstracts (*presented): 
1. Tsao K*, Hirose S, Sydorak R, Sandberg PL, Filly RA, Albanese CT, Harrison 

MR, Farmer DL. Selective Reduction of Acardiac/Acephalic Twin by 

Radiofrequency Ablation. Proceedings for Society of Maternal-Fetal Medicine, 

Reno, NV; January 2001 

2. Sydorak RM, Hirose S, Tsao K, Sandberg P, Filly RA, Harrison MR, Farmer DL, 

Albanese C. Chorioamniotic membrane separation following fetal surgery. 

Proceedings for Society of Maternal-Fetal Medicine Reno, NV; January 2001 

3. Albanese CT, Sydorak R, Lee H, Feldstein V, Machin G, Tsao K, Farmer DL, 

Harrison MR. Complications of Monochorionic Twinning: Spectrum of Disorders 

and Treatment. Proceedings for International Pediatric Endosurgery Group. 

Brisbane, Australia; March 2001 

4. Tsao K*, Rosenthal P, Danzer E, Sydorak R, Hirose S, Farmer DL, Albanese CT, 

Harrison MR, Lee H. Comparison of Drainage Techniques for Biliary Atresia. 

Pacific Association of Pediatric Surgeons La Jolla, CA; May 2002 

5. Tsao K*, Hawgood S, Dhawan K, Hirose S, Sydorak R, Albanese CT, Farmer DL, 

Harrison MR, Lee H. Resolution of Hydrops Fetalis in Congenital Cystic 

Adenomatoid Malformation after Prenatal Steroid Therapy. American Pediatric 

Surgical Association Phoenix, AZ; May 2002 

6. Hirose S, Sydorak R, Tsao K, Cauldwell C, Rosen M, Albanese CT, Lee H, 

Farmer DL. Spectrum of Intrapartum Management Strategies for Giant Fetal 
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Cervical Teratoma. American Pediatric Surgical Association Phoenix, AZ; May 

2002 

7. Tsao K*, Lee H. Extrapleural Thoracoscopic Repair of Esophageal Atresia with 

Tracheo-Esophageal Fistula. American Pediatric Surgery Association Phoenix, 

Arizona; May 2002 

8. Sydorak R, Tsao K, Hirose S, Farrell RA, Filly RA, Albanese CT, Harrison MR.  

Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia and Hydrops: A lethal association? Pacific 

Association of Pediatric Surgeons, La Jolla, CA; May 2002 

9. Sydorak R, Hirose S, Tsao K, Lee H, Farmer DL, Harrison MR, Albanese CT. 

Bioprosthetic repair of congenital diaphragmatic hernia with small intestine 

submucosa. Pacific Association of Pediatric Surgeons La Jolla, CA; May, 2002 

10. Albanese CT, Tsao K, Sydorak R, Lee H. Thoracoscopic Lobectomy for 

Prenatally Diagnosed Lung Lesion. International Pediatric Endosurgical Group, 

May 2002 

11. Sydorak RM, Sbragia, L, Nijagel A, Hirose S, Tsao K, Phibbs R, Harrison MR, 

Albanese CT. Gastroschisis: Small Hole, Big Cost.  Pacific Association of 

Pediatric Surgeons, LaJolla, CA; May 2002 

12. Hirose S, Sydorak R, Tsao K, Lee H, Albanese CT, Bratton B, Harrison MR, 

Farmer DL. Thoracoscopic Resection of Foregut Duplication Cysts. Pacific 

Association of Pediatric Surgeons, LaJolla, CA; May 2002 

13. Hirose S, Tsao K, Sydorak R, Lee H, Albanese CT, Bratton B, Harrison MR, 

Farmer DL. Traction Elongation for Vaginal Atresia: Initial experience with a novel 

technique.  Pacific Association of Pediatric Surgeons, LaJolla, CA; May 2002 

14. Sydorak RM, Feldstein V, Tsao K, Hirose S, Lee H, Farmer DL, Harrison MR, 

Albanese CT. The Threat of an Anomalous Twin. Pacific Association of Pediatric 

Surgeons, LaJolla, CA; May 2002 

15. Tsao K*, Vu L, Lee H, Albanese CT, Farmer DL, Harrison ML, Lee H, Goldstein 

RB. Characteristics of Congenital Cystic Adenomatoid Malformations Associated 

with Non-immune hydrops and Outcome. American Academy of Pediatrics, 

Boston, MA; October, 2002 

16. Tsao K*, Boudreau N, Lee H. Increased Expression of Angiogenesis-related 

Homeobox Genes during liver regeneration. American Academy of Pediatrics, 

Boston, MA; October, 2002. 
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17. Lee H, Tsao K, Hirose S, Albanese CT. Initial Experience with Extrapleural and 

Transpleural Thoracoscopic Repair of Esophageal Atresia and Tracheo-

Esophageal Atresia. American Pediatric Surgical Association, Fr. Lauderdale, FL; 

May 2003 

18. Tsao K*, Wei B, Goldstein RB, Farmer DL, Albanese CT, Harrison MR, Lee H.  

Fetal intervention may benefit fetuses with severe right-sided congenital 

diaphragmatic hernia. Pacific Association of Pediatric Surgery, Sidney, Australia; 

May 2003 

19. Tsao K, Valusek PA, St. Peter SD, Sharp RJ, Andrews WS, Snyder CL, Ostlie DJ, 

Holcomb GW III. A Comparison of Chest Tubes versus Bulb Suction Drains in 

Pediatric Thoracic Surgery.  Canadian Association of Pediatric Surgeons. Calgary; 

September 2006. 

20. Tsao K*, St. Peter SD, Valusek TA, Keckler SJ, Sharp SW, Holcomb III GW, 

Snyder CL, Ostlie DJ. Adhesive Small Bowel Obstruction after Appendectomy in 

Children: Comparison between the Laparoscopic and Open Approach. American 

Academy of Pediatrics. Atlanta, GA; October 2006.  

21. Valusek PA, St. Peter SD, Tsao K, Spilde TL, Ostlie DJ, Andrews WS, Sharp RJ, 

Snyder CL, Holcomb GW III. The Use of Fundoplication as Prevention of Apparent 

Life-Threatening Events. American Academy of Pediatrics Atlanta, GA; October 

2006 

22. St. Peter SL, Valusek PA, Tsao K, Holcomb GW III, Ostlie DJ, Snyder CL. 

Abdominal Complications related to type of repair for Congenital Diaphragmatic 

Hernia. Academic Surgical Congress Phoenix, AZ, February 2007. 

23. Tsao K*, Keckler SJ, Nair A, St. Peter SD, Ostlie DJ, Holcomb GW III. 

Thoracoscopy for Malignancy in Children. Society of American Gastrointestinal 

and Endoscopic Surgeons. Las Vegas, NV, April 2007. 

24. Ho B, Keckler SJ, Spilde TL, Tsao K, Ostlie DJ, Holcomb GW III, St. Peter SD. 

Chest Radiograph following central line placement under fluoroscopy: Utility or 

Futility? Canadian Association of Pediatric Surgeons St. John’s, New Foundland, 

August 2007. 

25. Tsao K*, St. Peter, S.D., Nair, A., Ostlie D.J., Holcomb III, G.W., Thoracoscopy in 

Infants and Children. International Pediatric Endosurgery Group, Buenos Aires, 

Argentina, September, 2007. 
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26. Spilde TL, Keckler SJ, St. Peter SD, Tsao K, Holcomb III GW, Ostlie DJ. A 

Comparison of Open and Laparoscopic U-clip Repair of Congenital Anomalies of 

the Duodenum. American Academy of Pediatrics. San Francisco, CA, October 

2007.   
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