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Personal Statement: 

As an abdominal transplant surgeon I have over 25 years of clinical experience in 

solid organ transplantation and complex hepato-biliary surgery. I am multi-organ 

trained (University of Nebraska Medical Center) with a personal experience of 

over 2,000 liver transplants including pediatric and split liver transplantation. My 

career has allowed me to build and lead abdominal transplant teams twice (adult 

liver/pediatric kidney and liver, abdominal multi-organ). Each time the program 

was able to achieve outcomes among the best in the country based on risk 

adjusted patient/graft survival, rates of transplant and survival on waiting list. The 

current program I lead (Memorial Hermann TMC/McGovern School of Medicine 

University of Texas Houston) is in the top 10 for one-year survival post-transplant 

with one of the lowest mortality of waiting list and highest rate of transplantation 

for the country – SRTR data 01/2020. The kidney transplant program at Memorial 

Hermann TMC also performs well above expected with one of the best 3 year graft 

survival as well as the shortest waiting time to transplantation in the state of 

Texas, SRTR data release 01/2020. In 2019, the kidney transplant program was 

recognized by UNOS thru the COIIN project (Collaborative Improvement and 

Innovation Network – (designed to look at best practices to increase the 

utilization of cadaver kidneys and increase the number of patients transplanted). 

Each program I have lead is centered on the patient experience by achieving 

optimal outcomes with respect for the patient and their family. The goal I have 

always emphasized, to the patient care team, is to become the leader (content 

expert) in patient care in our area of expertise (abdominal transplantation), setting 

the standards that other providers seek to emulate and patients wish to have 

provide their care.  
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